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cordant screaming with the shouts of the people. Then came 
the crews of the vessels which had formed part of the expedi- 
tion, bearing crowns of gold presented by Guacanagari ; stone 
idols, whose rude figure and hideous visages excited the 
horror and disgust of the faithful ; sculptured masques, with 
golden eyes, found in the island of Cuba ; beautiful flamingoes, 
rudely stuffed, but still glittering in the most brilliant hues ; 
alligators, with open throats, land tortoises, and Egitanos, 
which had lost their green and sky-blue; branches of the 
palm tree, with the dried fruits still hanging to them. Others 
followed with the bows, and long reed arrows winged with 
vulture's feathers, which had been taken in the skirmish with 
the Caribbees ; and in the midst of the arms and branches 
proudly waved the banner of the Green Cross, with the arms of 
the two kingdoms, which had floated over the newly- 
discovered territory. More humble, but more attractive by 
far, was the admiral's flag, bearing on it in golden letters, 

" Por Castilla y for Leon 
Nuevo Mundo Hallo Colon."* 

This simple legend explained the heraldic devices composing 
the arms which had been granted to him. They were those 
of the Spanish kingdom, quartered by a group of islands 
surrounded by billows, and anchors of gold upon a field of 
azure. ..-...- 

The cortege at last arrived before the Casa de la Deputation, 
in which the kings of Arragon took up their residence when 
they came to visit their subjects in Catalonia. Two thrones 
had been erected in a vast hall open to the public, under a 
rich canopy of gold brocade. Around the walls hung the 
portraits of the ancient Counts of Barcelona, so . celebrated 
for their courage and gallantry, and nearer the thrones 
waved ... thirty Moorish banners captured at Malaga and 
'Granada. ■ .,■:.,...'..;,,.-■ . 

Here the king and queen awaited the arrival of the great 
voyager., .He entered. at last, surrounded by a brilliant crowd 
of Spanish knights, amongst whom he shone conspicuous by 
his lofty port and his grey hairs. The sovereigns rose up to 
receive.him, and a murmur of applause burst from the haughty 
and highborn crowd around. Columbus bent the knee before 
the throne.but Isabella bid him rise. He then asked to be 
permitted ,to. kiss • the hands of their highnesses, who, after 
God, had most fovoured him. Having gone through this 
ceremony, he took his seat amongst the nobles and grandees: 
He then gave an, account of the" most striking events of his 
voyage, exhibited the gold, the spices', arid other productions 
of the countries he had discovered, and then declared that all 
this was but the harbinger of still greater marvels. 

His words were listened to with . profound emotion, and 
when he had finished, the sovereigns fell on their knees, and 
with streaming eyes returned thanks to God for so great a 
providence. -All present followed their example, and imme- 
diately afterwards the choir of the royal chapel peeled forth 
the Te Deum. Every voice, in. the' room took lip the words of 
that glorious hymn, and "it seemed," says Las Casas, " as 
if in that hour they communicated with celestial delights." 

The fact that a few years afterwards this same Columbus 
was brought to Spain in irons, that the malice of his enemies 
outweighed his splendid services, and that. he died in disgrace 
and neglect, is a signal proof, if none other existed, that no 
multitude was ever so fickle as kings. Many great men have 
disregarded the admonition, "Put not thy trust in princes." 
How few of them did not afterwards find cause to deplore their 
error ; Columbus had found a better hope, and a surer refuge 
from the desertion of friends and the slander of enemies, when, 
on setting out on his last great voyage, the only one from 
which there is no return, he exclaimed, " In manus tuas, 
Domine, commendo spiritum meum !" 

But the honour of giving his name to the country of his 
discovery was not accorded to Columbus. Amerigo Vespucci, 
a subsequent adventurer, also an Italian, claimed, and claim- 
ing obtained, this great distinction. After the death of the 
great Genoese, however, the spirit of enterprise seized on the 

* For Castile and Leon Columbus has discovered a new world. 



people of Europe, and various voyages were immediately 
undertaken, which further confirmed the original views of 
Columbus. Thus, in the year 1500, Yanez Pinzon reached 
Brazil ; and three months afterwards he was followed by Cabral, 
who transferred the sovereignty of that extensive country 
to Portugal. The discovery of Labrador by Gaspard Cor- 
tereal was followed, in 15 1 2, by the landing of Prince Leon in 
Florida.. An hitherto unknown world (abounding with all 
that was calculated to excite curiosity and stir up the energies) 
was opened to the astonished eyes of Europe, and the riches of 
Mexico, Guatimala, and Peru, were poured with a lavish 
hand into the treasuries of Spain and the Netherlands. 
Cabot, Cortez, Alvarado, Nunez de Balboa, Diaz de Solis, 
Magellan, and Pizarro, are the names which we connect with 
the discovery of the New World and the great Pacific. "What 
there may be yet in the hidden future, and whether there be 
really a great southern continent, as many savans confidently 
affirm, it were idle to speculate upon. 



"THE STARRY HOME." 

The greenwood wild, to the roving child, 

With its brake and deepen'd dell, 
With its fitful gleam in the pale moon beam, 

Seems the work of magic spell. 
His pleasures here are found — no care 

Steals o'er his lightsome soul — 
For the spangled sky, with its dome so high, 

Presents him the promis'd gaol ; 
And he looks and laughs for his home so brighi, 
Which should come ere the morrow descends in night. 
And the thick groves ring as they hear the song 
Of the roving boy while ho strolls along. 

He has seen the spring, and the young birds wing 

Their way to the tallest pine, 
Has watch'd their nest 'neath the mother's breast, 

Still his hand's unstain'd by crime. 
No spoiler he of their liberty — 

Or else for the rover wild, 
Those scenes so dear of the greenwood here 

Soon would lose their solace mild.' 

The Spring is gorio, and the Summer come, 

Fields wave high their golden sheen, 
And the harvest cheer of the rip'ning year 

Is spread on the village green. 
But he seeks the brook with anxious look, ; 

For his 'soul still longs to mount, : ■■'■■- -■'■ 
Arid lists to the rill, while rippling shrill, ; , .. 

For call from the fairy fount. 

The trees have now shed their leafy head, .. ; 

And the wind is cold and chill, - 
And the garher'd store on the well-thresh'd floor, 

With the heavy crashing mill, 
Bid all prepare for the close of year ; 
: But the child still seeks the grove, 
Arid his voice full strong is fir ; d with song 

In praise of his greenwood love. 
And the cheerful hearth he seeks that night, 
Telling his mother, with proud delight, 
That ere the morrow shall dawn in day, 
In a starry home he'll be far away. 

She has laid him down in his russet gown, 

And his tabor pipe put by ; 
The berries red hang o'er his head, 

But his eye's towards the sky ; 
And his bed with leaves and strowen sheaves 

She has made near the oaken tree, 
For the hectic flush, like a summer blush, 

Says the spirit soon will flee. 
But to soothe her grief, as the ebb of life 
Is passing strong — with emotion strife 
She cries, while the birds still near him sing, 
" Why weep ? — I shall return with spring." 

D. M. E. 



